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of Their Eff?ﬂ Toward African Coup
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B uder, a C.LA. spokes-
man, ¢ ied that the agency had |

a
throw the Government of Ghana, with

today.

Pete Martinez, a State Department

which_Washington has had strained
relations. ‘‘Their charges are ridicu-

- spokesman, said today that he had “‘no

information at all’’ on the men and was

i not aware of their whereabouts.

Mr. Hedrick and Mr. Carmody said
they were determined to locate Mr.
Osei and to speak to a Texas commodi- |
ties broker who arranged for the sale of
arms to the group, in an effort to sort
out the information they were given.

group of eight in the mission to over-
throw the military Government of
Ghana and install Mr. Osei as Presi-
dent.

According to Mr. Hedrick, the eight
recruits assembled in the Miami air-
port on Feb. 13 and flew to Buenos
Aires where they were met by Ted
Bishop, a commodities broker from
Texas. He said Mr. Bishop, who ar-

finalized.

“This fellow, Ted Bishop, as I under-
stand it, knew those people,”’ Mr.
Schwartz said of the mercenaries con-
victed in Brazil. ‘‘But I had no connec-
tion with any of those people.”

ranged for the purchase of weapons
from Argentine Government factories, ,
introduced the men to Mr. Osei.

Reached at his office in Farmers-
ville, Tex., Mr. Bishop acknowledged
arranging the purchase of arms on be-
half of Mr. Osei, whom he said he had
known for about two years. He said he
believed that Mr. Osei had proper docu-
mentation for the legal purchase of the
weapons.

Mr. Schwartz and the three other de-
fendants in the racketeering case have
' pleaded not guilty in Federal District
Court in Brooklyn. They also filed a
motion asking that they be permitted

to argue at their trial that their actions
'

Continyed



were authorized by the Government.
In a ruling in September, Judge
Thomas C. Platt Jr. wrote that Mr.
Schwartz “had a relationship with cer-
tain agencies of the United States Gov-
ernment.” but he denied the defense re-
quest, based on Government offcials’
testimony in a closed hearing.

Sale of Night-Vision Equipment

Among the charges against the de-
fendants are that they agreed to ille-
-gally ship sophisticated night-vision
equipment to the Soviet Union and that
Mr. Schwartz illegally exported night-
vision equipment made by Litton In-
dustries to the Government of Argen-
tina during the 1982 Falkland Islands
war with Britain.

A businessman who distributes Lit-
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ton night-vision equipment on the East
Coast, Wally Grasheim, once employed
two of the mercenaries arrested in
Brazil, Steven Villa Sosa and Julio Ro-
driguez Larrazabal, to demonstrate
such equipment in El Salvador, accord-
ing to Betty Sosa, Mr. Sosa’s wife.

Mr. Carmody, Mr. Hedrick and Mrs.
Sosa all say that while the men were
jailed in Brazil, Mr. Grasheim traveled
there to attempt to intercede in their
behalf.

At Mr. Grasheim’s office in Manhat-
tan, an associate, Carmine Pelosi, said
Mr. Grasheim was out of town and
could not be reached. But he said he
knew all of Mr. Grasheim’s associates
and that he had never heard of Mr.
Sosa or Mr. Rodriguez.
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